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Week  No.  28  Martin  D,  Skinner,  M.D.,  Editor 

STATEMENT  OF  MICROBIOLOGIC  SAMPLING  IN  THE  HOSPITAL 

These  are  excerpts  from  the  official  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Infection  Within 
Hospitals,  American  Hospital  Association,  published  in  Hospitals,  Journal  of  the  American 
Hospital  Association,  vol.  48,  pps.  125-126,  January  1,  1974.     A  full  copy  is  available  from 
this  office.     This  statement  embodies  the  basic  tenets  of  reasonable  and  effective  micro- 
biologic sampling  within  hospitals,  and  is  supported  by  this  bureau  and  the  Division  of 
Hospital  and  Medical  Facilities,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences . 

"The  focal  of  hospital  infection  control  must  necessarily  be  the  patient:  both  the 
patient  who  already  has  an  infection  and  the  patient  who  does  not  have  an  infection  but 
is  at  risk  of  acquiring  one.  In  either  instance,  measures  must  be  directed  toward  pre- 
venting spread  of  infection  from  any  source  to  noninf acted  personnel  or  patient.  It  is 
from  this  point  of  view  that  microbiologic  sampling  must  be  considered  and  its  value  judged... 

"Routine  environmental  microbiologic  sampling  programs  are  those  programs  conducted  on 
a  regularly  scheduled  basis.    They  include  sampling  of  air,  surfaces,  linens,  fomites,  and 
so  forth  in  patient  care  areas,  surgical  suites,  and  nurseries  irrespective  of  specific 
nosocomial  infection  problems... 

"The  Committee  on  Infections  Within  Hospitals  finds  no  evidence  that  routine  environ- 
mental sampling  is  necessary  to  maintain  good  practices  in  the  hospital,  nor  is  there 
evidence  that  this  type  of  routine  sampling  has  contributed  significantly  to  the  preven- 
tion of  nosocomial  infection.     The  occurrence  or  prevalence  of  nosocomial  infection  has 
not  been  related  to  levels  of  microbial  contamination  of  the  air,  surfaces,  and  fomites;  and 
meaningful  standards  for  permissible  levels  of  such  contamination  do  not  exist... 

"The  Committee  on  Infections  Within  Hospitals  is  of  the  opinion  that  routine  micro- 
biologic sampling  of  the  hospital  environment,  done  with  no  specific  epidemiologic  goal 
in  mind,  is  unnecessary  and  economically  unjustifiable.    Unfortunately,  in  many  hospitals, 
environmental  sampling  programs  appear  to  have  taken  the  place  of  infection  surveillance 
programs.    As  a  result,  in  some  hospitals  the  infection  committee  and  hospital  administra- 
tion have  acquired  much  uninterpretable  and  often  irrelevant  data  about  the  levels  of 
microbial  contamination  on  floors,  walls,  and  linens  and  in  the  air  but  little  or  no 
knowledge  of  the  frequency  of  occurrence  of  hospital-acquired  infection... 

"The  most  useful  role  of  microbiologic  sampling  lies  in  the  investigation  of  specific 
problems  within  the  hospital,  and  here  it  would  be  considered  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the 
infection  control  program. . . 

"The  Committee  on  Infection  Within  Hospitals  recognizes  the  necessity  for  carrying 
out  a  certain  number  of  routine  sampling  procedures  as  quality  control  checks  of  steriliza- 
tion procedures.     Such  testing  of  the  effectiveness  of  procedures  would  include  the  mea- 
surement of  microbial  content  of  hospital-prepared  infant  formulas  and  standardized  tests 
for  sterility,  plus  batch  sampling  when  indicated... 

"The  Committee  on  Infections  Within  Hospitals  concludes  that  routine  environmental 
sampling  is  unnecessary  and  wasteful." 


Any  questions,  any  comments,  contact  this  office  449-2645. 
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